Army reports
record number of
suicides for ]une

BYGNSEZW

: Solchcrs killed themselves at
the rate of one per day in june
makmg it the worst month on
record for Army suicides, the ser-
vice said Thursday.
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Army suicides

In June, the number of confirmed and suspected suicides in the Army:
topped those of previous months.
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"I would expect ;t to be years,"
said David Rudd, dean of the Col-
lege of Social and Behavioral Sci-
ence at the University of Utah in
Salt Lake City.

The mounting. stress on an'
Army facing renewed deploy-
ments and combat in Afghanistan
is also a factor, Rudd said. “That’s
not a challenge they (Army lead-
ers) control. [t's a challenge that
the president and Congress con-
trols,” he said.

The Army also unveiled on
Thursday a training video de-
signed to combat sulcides. It con-
tains testimonials by soldiers

who struggled with self-destruc-
uve impulses before se km
p. It is titled Shoulder to
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Philbrick said this was an im-

proved video that hF ho ed
wuuld reach troubled’ sol
The previous video did not res—
opate with average soldiers, he
said. During a showing in Bagh-
dad, soldiers laughfd at it, Phil-
brick said. f“m language, it
sucked.” he sai

The Army’s current suicide
rate is about 22 deaths
100,000, which is above aci
rate that has been adjusted to
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Wy Juties Snider, USA TODAY
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24-per-100,000. Although Ma-
rine Corps sulcides had bee
tracking Similarly to last year'
record pace, the service reported
only one suicide in June.

Just among Guard and Reserve
soldiers, su:rxles have occurred
atalughe rate this year than last
year, according to Army figures.
There have been 65 confirmed ar

T suspected cases this year, coms/
an  pared with 42 for the same peris,
od last year -



