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THE TRUE STORY
OF A

FIRST NATIONS




TOMMY g PIRINCE

A Synopsis of His Military Life

To call Tommy Prince a brave and remarkable man would be an unmistakable
understatement. Tommy was a warrior and a soldier who earned the distinction as
Canada’s most decorated First Nations soldier.

He was born Oct. 253, 19135 at Petersfield, Manitoba, one of 11 children born to
Harry and Elizabeth Prince of the Ojibwa Nation. Growing up Tommy became a
superb marksman. He developed exceptional tracking skills while hunting in the
wilderness surrounding his homeland. 25 years latter on the 3™ of June 1040 he
was accepted into the Canadian after being turned down several times despite
meeting the army recruitment requirements. Tommy excelled in the army, first as a
field engineer and later with the Canadian Parachute Battalion. On his return to
Canada in 1942 after going to the U.K.’s paratroopers specialist training program
he was promoted to sergeant.

A quote from Tommy... “The moment I put on my uniform I felt a better man”.

He and a couple other members of his unit volunteered to be part of an elite
brigade that was formed from British conception. It was to be a Canadian and
American Brigade known as the First Special Service Force (FSSF) under the
command of the great General Robert T. Frederick. Later the Brigade was to be
christened the “The Devil’s Brigade” by its enemies. This incredibly commanded
Brigade is the most successful special service force in military history (not one
failed mission). It was the German Soldiers who were so intimidated by one
phantom soldier, an Indian named Tommy Prince, they called him “The Black
Devil.”

“The Devil’s Brigade” moved to Italy, and on February 8, 1944, Anzio, Italy,
Tommy was sent forward to report the location of several German assembly points,
including artillery positions. He set up in an abandoned farmhouse about 200
metres from the enemy assembly area, well behind enemy lines, with over 1,400
metres of telephone wire connecting him to the force. He had a clear view of the
enemy's emplacements and promptly reported them. An artillery duel followed as
the Allies attempted to knock out the tanks and gun towers reported by Tommy.
One of these rounds cut the telephone wire. The duel died down as a result.
Tommy donned on a farmers clothing, grabbed a hoe and, in full view of German






