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I TAKE A PRAYERFUL MOMENT, 
TO PAUSE AND OFFER THANKS, 
FOR EVERY BUDDY IN VIETNAM 
NOW MISSING FROM OUR RANKS. 

IT WAS A FOREIGN CONFLICT, 
NOT CANADA'S TO FIGHT, 

YET FOR MYSELF AND OTHERS, 

SOMEHOW, WE THOUGHT THE CAUSE WAS RIGHT. 

'TWAS IN A TIME OF TURMOIL 

OF PROTEST, PEACE AND LOVE? 
AND COUNTLESS TRUE BELIEVERS, 
EMBRACED THE HAWK AND DOVE. 

AMERICA WAS SEETHING, 

WITH RESTFUL HUMAN STRIFE. 
DEBATES OF LEARNED SCHOLARS 
TRIED TO HALLOW PEACEFULL LIFE. 

BUT THE FIRES OF FRUSTRATION 
FANNED THE SPARK OF RESTFUL LUST. 
YOUTH FLOCKED IN UNTOLD NUMBERS 

TO THE CAUSE THEY THOUGHT MOST JUST. 

SO WE COULD NOT BE COMPLACENT 

IN OUR "TRUE NORTH STRONG AND FREE" 
FOR WHAT HAPPENED TO OUR NEIGHBOURS 
WAS OUR OWN REALITY. 

AS I FACED THE HARD DECISION; 

WHO WAS WRONG AND WHO WAS RIGHT? 

I HEARD A STRANGE AND DISTANT TRUMPET, 
CALLING ME TO JOIN THE FIGHT. 

YES! IT WAS MY OWN DECISION 
NOT A HASTY, RANDOM THOUGHT. 
AND I SEEK NO PEACE NOR PARDON, 
FOR THE WAR IN WHICH I FOUGHT. 

WHAT I ASK IS UNDERSTANDING, 
THAT I MIGHT NOT STAND ALONE; 
JUST ACCEPTANCE AS A HUMAN, 
AND A SIMPLE "WELCOME HOME!". 

Written by Reverend Gordon C. Simons 

Former U.S. Army L.R.R.P. 1st Lt/Capt attached to: 
5th Bde. 60th Btn. 9th U.S. Infantry, Vietnam 

A warded: Distinguished Service Cross 

Silver Star 

3 Purple Hearts 

