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Hazardous Exposures

Information on chemical, radiation, physical and environmental hazards during
military service, possible health problems and related VA programs
Announcements

New Diseases Associated with Agent Orange: October 13, 2009 Secretary Shinseki
decided to establish service-connection for Vietnam Veterans with B cell leukemias, such as
hairy cell ieukemnia; Parkinson’s disease; and ischemic heart disease. This is based on an
independent study by the Institute of Medicine showing an association with exposure to
Agent Orange. Vietnam Veterans with these diseases may be eligible for disability
compensation and health care benefits.

Gulf War Newsletter: Read the August 2009 Gulf War newsletter to learn about new and
current programs for Gulf War veterans and more.

Some U.S. veterans may have been exposed to various environmental and occupational hazards
during military service. This Web site provides information on:

= What those hazardous exposures may be

= How exposure may have occurred during military service

= Known and possible health problems associated with each type of exposure

» VA health care and other benefits for health problems associated with hazardous
exposures during military service

Types of Exposures

£ 23 Agent Oranae
Learn about Agent Orange and other herbicides used in Vietnam and Korea,

diseases associated with herbicide exposure, and more.

Gulf War Yeterans’ Ilinesses
Learn about potential exposures for veterans who served Operations Desert
= Shield, Desert Storm and Iraqi Freedom, Gulf War veterans' illnesses, and more.

* Operation Enduring Freedom/Operation Iragi Freedom [DEF/OIF)

Hazardpus Exposures
Learn about hazardous exposures during military service in Operations Enduring

Freedom and Iragi Freedom, possible health problems, and more.

Radiation
¥ Learn about ionizing and non-ionizing radiation exposure, possible health
problems, and more.

Yoxic Embedded Fragments
Learn about toxic embedded fragments, health problems of injuries with retained

fragments, and more.

Cold and Heat Injuries {Thermal Injuries)

Learn about cold and heat injuries, possible health problems, and more.

Broject 112/Project SHAD
Learn about military tests in the 1960s and early 1970s involving biological and chemical

warfare materials, possible health problems, and more.

http://www.publichealth.va.gov/exposures/

Toll-free Helpline
1-800-749-8387
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JSRRC

Vietnam Veterans Post Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD),
Agent Orange, and Unit Record Research Information

The U.S. Army & Joint Services Records Research Center (JSRRC), formerly the U.S.
Armed Services Center for Unit Records Research (CURR), and before that Research
of Unit Records, Environmental Support Group (ESG), provides research in support of
Post Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD) claims, Agent Orange exposure and provides
information for veterans to obtain unit records. The JSRRC will research records
concerning PTSD claims for specific stress incidents without charging the veteran or
the requestor.

You will find mention of JSRRC and
PTSD claim procedures in an Inspector General report:
VAOIG-05-01229-71.pdf (opens new window).

If you feel you have been exposed to Agent Orange, please provide the dates you were
assigned to your units in Vietnam, unit designations and base camp locations.

If you desire to file a claim for disability , please contact your local Department of
Veterans Affairs Regional Office (VARO). Also, call or write your local VA office to
receive information concerning PTSD or how to file a claim. A local service officer
from one of the major veterans organizations can also provide information and
assistance.

If you need information about casualties from the Vietnam War, please provide as
close to the date as possible, the individual's full name, unit designation and a brief
description of the incident. If this information is not available, please provide as much
information on the casualty as you can recall.

http://www.usvetinfo.com/esg_us.htm 2/9/2010
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In order to provide information concerning attacks, please provide as much of the
following information as you can: date of the incident (as close as you can remember),
type and location of the attack, numbers and full names of casualties, unit designations
to the company level, and other units involved. The more detailed the information, the
better chance of successful research.

Requests for research should include a copy of your DA Form 20. This form is
maintained in your Official Military Personnel File (OMPF). You may request a copy
of your OMPF by writing to the National Personnel Records Center (NPRC), ATTN:
U.S. Army Liaison, 9700 Page Avenue, St. Louis, MO 63132. The OMPF will also
provide medical records, unit and duty assignments, and orders of personnel actions
such as promotions, awards and commendations.

Please send all requests to:

Department of the Army

U.S. Army & Joint Services Records Research Center (JSRRC)
7701 Telegraph Road

Kingman Building, Suite 2C08

Alexandria, Virginia 22315-3802

Telephone number: 703-428-6801

For Information on what JSRRC does and does not do, click HERE, and good luck. --
Al Colombo

Additional Information Available:

Agent Orange: How to Get Help

®
o Agent Orange History and General Information
e Send a Comment or Question to Al Colombo
e Main Menu
| MAIN MENU || MISSION || GETTING HELP || AGENT ORANGE ||
|| GULF WAR || PTSD || MESSAGE CENTER ||
|| SEND E-MAIL || VET LINKS ||
|| DISCLAIMER || FAQ ||
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Additional Information on Depleted Uranium

The issue of munitions re-enforced with depleted uranium (DU) has caused quite a stir
among detractors of the practice. USVI works to sort out myth from fact, thus we are
working to provide the more inquisitive with a host or resources that they can study.
On this page you will find links to a variety of articles and studies, some written by
those who advocate the use of DU and others written by DU's many detractors.

DU as well as agent orange, Gulf War, Operations Iraqi Freedom/Enduring Freedom
(OIF/OEF), ionizing radiation, and Project 112 (includes SHAD) falls under the
control of the Environmental Agents Service (EAS), which is under the Occupational
and Environmental Health Strategic Health Care Group of the Office of Public Health
and Environmental Hazards (that's a mouth full). According to Veterans Affairs (VA),
EAS also oversees the War-Related Illness and Injury Study Centers (WRIISC).

o Operations OIF/OEF

o Gulf War

o Veterans and Agent Orange

o Depleted Uranium Follow-Up Program

o lonizing Radiation

o Project 112 (includes SHAD)

o War-Related [llness & Injury Study Centers

For an expanded listing of information sources, visit the VA website at:
http://www1.va.gov/environagents/

o DU Description by USVI

o DU Information on USVI BBS (opens new window)

o DU Index

Allan B. Colombo

http://www.usvetinfo.com/du3.htm 2/9/2010







